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that. In thll book it III _lao en...lrIIIY and clearly pre­
sented. and weJllntesraUlC1with hlitoricaJ uamplll and
theoriu T trom the Mongol. acd Clau.......Uz to Cernal
America and RonaJd Re.gan. A weaker upect ot the
bOok I, ita acCOW1t othum.n psychololY and human n••
ture. In .dd.1Uonto be1na quJ.tenaive In tennl at current
theory .nd rese.rch, it Ie IftVelted with • romKItlcllim
th.t tortun.tely doe. not m.r the partS ot the bOok th.t
are re.lly .!)out power. In Mr. SchmooJdI!f'S view.
"clvtuzed" or modern society becomn both the c.use
lind tha result ot datectl In the IIptrttu.J lite 01 the lnd!_
vidual. C.tch phrua web u "the .drenal1Jli socIety"
and "the lop otwholenes." exprus.n attihMII th.t hu
become tamUl.r !n what mllht be called the tnerature
ot sociological 10naJnl. Untortun.tely, It i.I clear that
thill part ot the bOok JII In IIOme Hn.e closest to the au.
thor's heen, It 1'eIta on natve speculauona abOut tite
",l.UOftIb.lp between Indlvic1uaJ pI)"ChOlolY ana .lOCi&!
life a.n~n & n.\ve judgment .p1nat mOdem ure ar\4 Its
lndlvidual values. It encouralel weak thlrUl:1nl about
wh.t mtlht be done to prevent the functional laW1 or
power from Dnnllnl .n end to lite on eanh

The beat part Dtlhe *il Is. cleer tr.llc YUlon. tt
III not neceuarily a dupalrtnl one. !unce clanty can
le.d the w.y tOl"'ollard. As Mr, Schmookler ;Nts It. "a
work preoccupied wtth the darkllide otcivillUd lite can
De dedic.ted to oVtlrcomtftl the powera ot darltnesl."
Perhapa in hill next bOok he w1llbe .ble to live UI eome
l<!o. hoy'. M9o.nwl'l1l9, It Is 8f.lOd to h.ve ttili! re.d.ble.e­
count atthe.hape.nd,iu Dtwh.t we.",upaplAlt. 0

CUlture opened. p.p In
the r11id natllle 01 the
UvlnI _r. Gra4IUlIIV,
ewer the lut one or
........ mUUaa yaJO, OW'
IDCelton Widened the
...... wltIdD wllJCll
buman C!'IOUvity, rath\\"
!baa _Uco, do<ormlnocl
the wey human lit. wu

ArId,..w Schmookle,.. Uftd.
•.. 't'ba. cam•• mljor

cultuz'aI InnD'nUDD ill the r-cbMl"CY of
_ •••• 1110 rIM ot ocrtcw..... ­
paIIlblo 0 "'tm1 ..Uocl life wllIl tor 10"""
populollonll UvlnIlIl lbo 001lIO lOnlll>ry _Ir a
IiDl1eeoeLl1OJ"1l n l · . ttaa ..• "r'M brUktbroU....lD
_ ~lII1 doarod tlIo woV lor tlIo rIM of
_-. Fro", tlIo aon-\V c:IrcIImocr1__lllJIlo of pnmlU.. -.J UfO, _, 011 .
tblnp _ tD__ paIIlbla tar lbo CWllUa1
ilnlmaI. •• , •
··Il"cllo~ .. _ ..botOClllLllV~·1Jl

the tlve tbauIaDd yura fDUowlnll.he nrst.tepI out
of the bunter~l.therer"ay of ute, tulJ.lcale
dvl.Uzetlaa &rOle and~ a trt ...ten1n1 faa.
1be aocta1 equality otpnmJtlnI"~w.y to rilid

The search tor New Cage.

"'POWer 1I • RddIn new pheam8nOll ill the livinl 'YI'­
tenia ot the 181J"th."

. He wisely r.copUHI thet hW1tUii~..therinl ~
pili have the tuJ1l1urnanClpl.bJ.llty tor power ana ttl ex..
erelJe ana thet they occutoGal1y have. amalWcale
".ratcm ot w.r. But, alto wtMly. he inltltI that lOme­
th1nI qualitatively different OCCW'I when populaUon
density and ;roup Itze an permitted (by ecohJl1c.1
cond.ItlOlU) to ItM (0 the paint .t whSeb pcrNer lIlXlr­
cited by and tbroulh true hJerarch1u. lbeM hler.r~

cht••re oV\llnrbelm.1J1&jy~ and oriented (0 mutlary
explolt1. Society becomu more complex u. and in part
becalJ&e. theN exploltl leacl to larpr and more sLraU.
tied populaUoN m.de up ot the Or1Iln&l tribe .nd the
conquered ptIOplU. Millt.ry cooper.tion m.y play •
role sa wen, but the empbulll' alwaYl on Itructures ot
power. Mr. SCbmoo&J... COfnICtly ldelll:llies the underly­
Ing conllnu1dll In the hI.toIY 01m- proctlSl8l. H, II
properLy skeptical at thlOrteI·th&t'owreDlpbuu. the
tr.nstonnaUon th.t occutT'Id with the r1ae ot"'h.t we
Uke to c.U dvUizatJon or the d.Itf11rences In the w.y
power Is exerclilld between IJ1d amona duterent typell
otclvtltzaUoftl. sucn u thole Involvtn.llaver'Y, capit.l.
~m, CommurwuD or democracy. '!hUl the e.rly ctvtu·
zatlOM ot MeJopotamla, tor example, serve u • quite
.dequate mJ,rrtlr tora world on the brinIEotnuclear lM!Il!.
devutaUoll. .

Thil Un. of Il.tJUID8ftt OCCUp1el molt ot the book.
&nd II It II very 'l.I!ll1&r w willie ..-.n 1.. •--.1 dro IGYo&rDl
modem &ntMopololY tutbookl. It iJI DO leu true tor
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400 I'P. S.rut.y:
U....rsily of CO/fromJ.. 119.1111.

MeI¥taS-, ch&1rm&I1 of the Department of An­
~ at Emory Unil"8l'l1t7.1S the .uthor ot "The
T.....ocl WlnlI: BIoi....... CoIlItraInti lII1 lbo R.......
Spirit...

S
INCE the mldd1. 01th1111tbcentury, • mAjority
01!IOd.a1ldenUlet'lnd I.lUbitutlal minority of
bilLOrI.... have beUe¥'Id that .....reb for laWi
of h!ltary would be fruitfUl. n. molt imp....

5iveeltoN 1.1ana theM IInM(whether or nat one alJ"etS
with them) hay. beea. tboM tbat have beeD broadly
"""paraUVI. Karl ManI .... Arnol4 T.",Iloo, olllor·
wiN unJlkely bedfellOW'l, bllaaI: coaetbR. at leut In

. thII reprd.. Such ettaru .,. tDtp1ic.ltly or upllciUy an~

tbnlpoJoaIcaI; tilly~ Iba, tlIo lIloor1aI who reo
Leat*aly fOCUIeI GIla ,... culbIrIJ ianni will M\'V"
the !oreat fortl-~. At tbCr bIa. the mare campan,.
tift etfortllive QlI. vt..of tbe..., oftoetal farca in
hiltory tbaI:aeemI .. obed1eDt to laws u, Ay, mOlt ot
bioJGIY. T1t8y offer at I...t thII pt'OIp8et 01 .. vi .... 01
buman nature tII.It illUme orderly aDdlUeanlnlful than
the picture of endleu foibles tbat emil..... from more
typical wora 01 history. -

"The Parable of the Trt,*-: 'tbe Problem of Power
In SOC1&l EYolution~ by ADdlew Bard SCbmoakJlr, who
has .. d.octoral depee from the Graduate Theolol1cal
UnKm at thII UnlWnity of C&W'oruIa and 11now won:·
inlat the PublIc Acecda FOYDdatton tn New Yort. t. In
tbI ,rand comparadYe U'Id1Uon. Aa audl. It r'WIII the
rtsk 01 seemlnl pretenUoua and sUly, but _ despite ..
recurrent romauncllm and an~te hint ot mys­
tJwm in the CODC1Q1iarl_lt h&I1'OWly eKaipei that risk.
It aJIot1InI tbII rtak at seemIq ObvtOUl, becau.. it tor~

mul•• IOISMI vvy dear a-rau-tianI .beNt • Rb­
Ject tor which we .U haw Wlgn•.

By Melvin KOMer

• • •
n.wbjed la ptWeI'. And the .uthor's thall II Dba

YOUI only In the IeftH tn.t NewtOn's I.w ot g....vuy
seem.I oDvioUi to thole who think it IIt.teI tJaat "what
.. up lJ1uatcome aoWD" or Mendtll·.l....... to tbaM who
canlttue them u .taUna tbat "biooc1 wtll OUL" Mr,
Sc:bIDoo'Ju'lI "paraIale" cartata1y doM JIOI: have the
~a.r.!"!!tchtnaartd m.f"YeInuJ Pftld.&Ina of Hewtoa'. law
or thII on&iJt&UtJ oIciiW NewtOD·.Dr Meade1'. 1...,
~t it IOU tar bJeyaad our canlmDft talk knowled.,.
about JlDW'tr. Staadinllm the Moulders -o11i01D8 panu
vi _lol _ poUUcaI~ _ onIlollDa tlIo 014 of
,-.""",~ "'poU.......~, Mr.
SChmoo&Ier lIII""IWYIaYUt IaDdlcapa ofblaloryud eIb-
""IoU tllalllu _"'_by_'n _
the w.y the pbyUcaI li1ad1cap1.hu been moJded. by
....vity _1OIft.ti_ oIlKunly or lnd1Nctly bul ....
tlIoJeulawfllllV. Wbatlle _boo, If not "ca, for tlIo
molt part hal • loPe mat 11 aatialy1.q.

Simply put, ... an uked to Im.11M • lroup ot
tr1be:1livtnl pe:acaVly in an aupectf1ec1 repm and to
vilua.lilll • dedaiaa by~ lD .... of tbIIm CO IUDbar.k
CIli • caner otCCInClU81t. 1b1I tnbe .ttl raptdJy 1mpcM
tlIo _ltv for _ (tlIo, 10, p__ for war)
1m all the othen, 110M of wbolD an any laDpr free to
_ puce. Tbey con'- wltllcInwol (but OlIlV up
... poUlt), doo~,_tlon foIl_ con­
quMC or tmltatlOn lD the MtYtce at l"8IiItancI. 1bIIe
cbo'CII- the", an lID otben -lead Ni_u.uI.y (0 tba
opru4 of__'II """"""'" tllrouIhout tlIo ~.....

1be '*t put ot the balIIlI_ which ",11. heavily em
the worIt 01 antbrap).... IUd! u J'uliaa Steward,
MorlllaFrl04 aodltlllloD _-10 _ .. .....,.
.... tbat tlIo porallIo 10 • _Il1o I\IIlUIl&J7 01_tIlu"""'" cIur!aIllumaD -.J _~..,.. tlIo

• lIuaUnHatbol1Jll potIOd. Altlloqla tlIo ..... portllll In
__ 10 10,000yoon, lbatlo _ to All AIltllnlpoloo
.... _ Mr. $Cb_kl" 10 _ III oayinl lbot

JV",)f! " !''i'i THE NEW YORK TIMESllOOK REVIEW 13


	Melvin Konner old articles



